“We the People” September 2024

Guarding the Ballots

209.05 GUARDING THE BALLOTS.

In any election, upon demand made of the custodian of the ballots and upon notice to the candidate's opponent, a
candidate may keep a continuous visual guard over the ballots until the expiration of the time for instituting contests, In
case of a contest, the contestant or contestee may keep a visual guard over the ballots. The guard may be maintained either
by the candidate, contestant, or contestee, or by their duly authorized agents, not exceeding two at a time for each party to
the contest. If a candidate, contestant, or contestee secks to guard the ballots, the custodian of the ballots shall appoint
some suitable person to guard the ballots so they are not in the sole custody of the candidate, contestant, contestee, or their
agents,

History: (959 ¢ 675 art {05 3; 1961 c 607 5 4; 1986 c 4085 6

Itis Time to Bring The People Back Into the Election Process
The plain language of the statute above can be easily understood by The People.

The statute lays out a clear process that can be started in any election by a candidate.

In Any Election

A candidate who believes the ballots must be guarded must do two simple things before beginning a
visual guard over the ballots:

e The candidate must submit the demand to guard the ballots to the custodian of the ballots.
e The candidate must provide notice of the demand to guard the ballots to the candidate’s
opponents.
Upon receiving a demand to guard the ballots from a candidate, the custodian of the ballots must

perform one action:

e The custodian of the ballots shall appoint some suitable person to guard the ballots so they are not

in the sole custody of the candidate, contestant, contestee or their agents. A suitable person could

be any person, including a person serving on the local ballot board, a local election official or any

person who is an employee of the local government

The word “ In”’ does not mean after: The word “ In” means during.

e Itwould be nonsensical to assert that ballots can only be guarded after the ballots have been

tabulated, especially if there are concerns that the laws are not being followed during the collection

and processing of those ballots.



If there are violations of election law occurring prior to the tabulation of ballots, then guarding the ballots
ONLY AFTER these violations are allowed to occur would result in protecting illegal ballots

On the other hand, if the ballots are guarded throughout the election period, the threat of
illegal ballots disenfranchising legal voters is minimized.

Additionally, the possibility of any person having the means to add illegal ballots into the
process after the election is also diminished.

There are many reasons a candidate may believe ballots must be guarded during an election,
including but not limited to:

e anunverifiable chain of custody;

e alack of transparency in the election process;

e aperceived past pattern of election officials failing to comply with election law;
e observed violations of election law; and / or

e rules that contradict the law.

During and After Any Election

If a candidate contests an election, the candidate becomes a contestant.

ANY ELIGIBLE VOTER may contest an election under MN Statute 209.02. Such a voter would be a
contestant. A candidate in an election being contested by an eligible voter would be a contestant if
they joined the eligible voter in the contest or would be a contestee if they opposed the votera€™s

election contest.

209.02 CONTESTANT: GROUNDS.

Subdivision 1. General. Any eligible voter, including a candidate, may contest in the manner provided in this
chapter: (1) the nomination or election of any person for whom the voter had the right to vote if that person is declare

nominated or elected to the senate or the house of representatives of the United States, or to a stalewide, county,
legislative, municipal, school, or district court office; or (2) the declared result of a constitutional amendment or other
question voted upon at an election. The contest may be brought over an irregularity in the conduct of an election or
canvass of votes, over the question of who received the largest number of votes legally cast, over the number of votes
legally cast in favor of or against a question, or on the grounds of deliberate, serious, and material violations of the
Minnesota Election Law.




When the demand to guard the ballots is made connected to an election contest, the
law states: In case of a contest, the contestant or contestee may keep a visual guard
over the ballots.

Join With The People to Rebuild Trust in Our Elections

There can be no disputing the fact that many, many Minnesotans do not trust the processes
in place during our elections. It may be that every person employed by local governments to
run our elections is above reproach, but The People do not seem to believe that the
government is immune from the corruption that plagues society, today.

By guarding the ballots together, we can bring The People back into the election process
and restore trust in our election system.

If we expect the people to trust the government. we must also expect elected officials and
the government to trust the people.

It is time to let the people observe the election process, as agents of a
candidate, as allowed by Minnesota law.

Royce White candidate for Us Senate is the first statewide candidate to
make the “Demand” of the custodian to “Guard the Ballots”

For More Information

Contact: _(YOUR NAME or ???)




ROYCE #WHITE

SENATE _7 MN 2024

August 20, 2024

Minnesota Office of the Secretary of State
Veterans Service Building, Suite 210

20 W 12t Street

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Secretary Simon:

On August 13, 2024, Minnesota Republicans voted to elect me as their candidate for the United States Senate because
they know that I will fight fearlessly to restore and protect the liberties endowed by our Creator and protected by our
federal and state constitutions.

As you are aware, there is a divide between the people related to election integrity in Minnesota and the United States. I
am sure you agree it is in the interest of all people that we do everything within our power to resolve the election-related
concerns of millions of voters.

MN Statute 209.05, provided below, allows candidates to demand ballots be guarded in any election. While very few
candidates have exercised their right to guard the ballots, I will be honored to provide Minnesota voters with the
opportunity to participate in guarding the ballots in the upcoming November 2024 elections.

209.05 GUARDING THE BALLOTS.

In any election, upon demand made of the custodian of the ballots and upon notice to the candidate's opponent, a
candidate may keep a continuous visual guard over the ballots until the expiration of the time for instituting contests. In
cascof a the or may keep a visual guard over the ballots. The guard may be maintained either
by the candidate, contestant, or contestee, or by their duly authorized agents, not exceeding two at a time for each party to
the contest. If a candidate, contestant, or contestee seeks to guard the ballots, the custodian of the ballots shall appoint
some suitable person to guard the ballots so they are not in the sole custody of the candidate, contestant, contestec, or their
agents.

History: [959 ¢ 675 art [0 s 3; 1961 ¢ 6075 4; |986 ¢ JUS 5 6

Establishing and verifying the required chain of custody of every ballot cast in our elections is foundational to rebuilding
voter trust in our elections. I look forward to coordinating the effort to guard the ballots in our upcoming election with
the Secretary of State and my opponent, as this collaboration will be a step towards protecting the integrity of the
election and demonstrate unified support for resolving the concerns of Minnesota citizens.

My campaign can be reached via email at info@roycewhite.us or by phone at 952-204-9419 to discuss this matter. We
will submit the necessary notice to my opponent at the appropriate time.

Respectfully,

Royce A. White
Minnesota’s Republican Candidate for United States Senate

Prepared and paid for by Royce White for Senate.




ROYCE #WHITE

SENATE T MN 2024

Sent via emai
Seprember 16, 024

Secretary of State Steve Simon
Veterans Service Building

Suite 210

20W 12th Street

Saint Paul, MN 55155

€/ justin.erickson(@istate mnus

Dicar Secrctary of State Simon:

| write in response 1o the September 5, 2024, lever seat by your General Counsel, |ustin R. Erickson. This lener
attempted to create a framework related womy iment w demand 1o guard the ballots in the impending starcwide
elections.

| appreciate your attorncy's cfforts to carify what iv allowed under Minnesom Statutes scetion 200,05, With all due
respect, the plain linguape of the law is very clear:

To clarify what is required by stmrate | will summarize the pliin languspe requirements of MN Smie 200905 In order i
gruard the ballots in any election:

The candidate must submit the demand to guard the ballots to the custodian of the ballots,

The candidare must provide notice of the demand w guard the ballots v the candidaic’s opponcnis.

The custodian of the ballots, at the local level, el gppaind e inifabie person o guard the balfosr, ..
A demand w guand the ballots may occar v o s, "

The word “in" does not mean afier. The word “in™ means during.

It s nonsensical to assert that ballow can only be guarded afier the balkots have been mbulared, especilly i there are
concorms that the laws are not being followed duning the colleetion and proccwsing of those ballots.,

There are many reasons & candidute may believe ballots muse be guarded during an election, including bt not limited e
an unverifiable chain of custody;
3 lack oof transparcncy in the clection process;
a perceived past pattem of clection officals failing m comply with election b,
ohscrved vialatioms of clection ko and
rules that contradict the low.
1f there were viodations of dection low prioe to the aabulation of ballots, the ballots being protected coubld be illegal
hallors made legal by the imability of o candidate 1w have agents proteet the prmcess. This undermines our republic.

If the ballots are guarded throughout the clection period, the threat of illegal ballons disenfranchising legal voters is
minimized. Addiionally, the possibility of any person having the means o add illegal ballos into the process afier the
clection is also diminished,

Uinee the demand w guard the hallots has been properdy made by a candidate, thar candidate “may degh o continssin el
fposerd over the badiods wntsl e expinton of i S for imufsbniing o comfert.™

During an clection, prior o a contest, the guard may be mainmabned “siffer by S comaidate™ ar by *fher dofy aosberped
wlll

The candidate may guard the ballots until the dme for instituting 2 contest expires. I 3 candidate contests an eectinn,

the candidate becomes a contestant. The explaing the statutory languape that sdds another potential parmicipant 1o the
guarding of the ballots with the language, “Iw fe case of @ aterr. ..



ROYCE ZWHITE
SENATE | MN 2024

2 An election may be contested by a candidate or by “aay wigthl sete” for any of the teasons listed in
Minnesom Stamte 209,02,

I CONTESTANT; GRINPS DS,

Sohbesion | Goeserel  Asy eligble vods, incladng o corslidess, may conied o the manne [wosded in this
chapiier: { | the mormmaive or cheotion of ary peres fi' whom e voler sl tee ngls b voin if that porson i declercd
st o elacind e B wnair o the o of ropresestaines of the Lsss) Staie, o oo sttesle, ooy,
legslaiive, amcspal, schwol, of district cour aifior, oo (2 Ue dockamd resll of & cousiitimal smersinen o oiben
quenon vied wen 0 i slecion. The comesn may be broughn over an imegulanty i B corduct of s slecno o
comvmss 0f voies, o the question of who eorreed the lagesl umbey of vooes legalty ome, over de number of vooe
legally canl (s Govor of on ageina o guestion, o o e grounds of deltberuty, seriou, snd meeril violsons of e
Mdinnesnta Plaction Law

When the demand to guasd the ballats 1 made aftes the conclunon of wn dlection, eonneered 1o an election contest, the
law states: “Tw case of a confert, fiv contertons or cacterdee may deep @ vinca! gnad seee the daliatr © 1 am pot sure how a visual guand
of the ballors can be maintained through a doa, but this could be discussed farther with the local custodian of the
ballots,

Wiule your counse]l made many declamtions defending the past practice of ballot boards and election judges across the
state, thewe can be no disputing the fact that many, many Minnesotans do not uuat the processes you believe work. It
mnay be that evesy persen employed by local povernments to min our elections i above reproach, but T don't believe that
the povemnment is immiine fiom the comuption that plagues society, today.

Additionally, there are many, many people who have mised senous concerns shout the post-election reviews,
the lick of transparency ielated to clection materials and the faluwe of canvassing boards to report sudited
vesults prior to the certification of their election sesults at the canvass.

It is time to let the people participate in the process, as agents of a candidate, as is allowed by Minoesota L,

It is clear thar you expect the people to st the povernment. I am askmng the povernment to tust the people
who want to join me in puading the ballots.

1 will be submitting all necessay paperwork to all required people and entities.

I tuly hope we do not end up aguing aboist the process, wasting the people’s time and perpenuating the
distrest in our election process.

1 propase we work together, across Minnesota, to ensuze we all agree the election laws are followed from
bemaning to end vo that, win ot lose, wr can move on together 1o 1evtore trost in ow elections.

Respectfully,
= F—

Royee A, White
Minnesota's Republican Candidate for the United Siates Senate

Paid for by Royce White for Senate.




