
                                                                              “We the People”                                             September 2024 

Guarding the Ballots 
 

 

It is Time to Bring The People Back Into the Election Process 

The plain language of the statute above can be easily understood by The People. 

The statute lays out a clear process that can be started in any election by a candidate.  

 

In Any Election 

A candidate who believes the ballots must be guarded must do two simple things before beginning a 
visual guard over the ballots: 

 The candidate must submit the demand to guard the ballots to the custodian of the ballots. 

 The candidate must provide notice of the demand to guard the ballots to the candidate’s 
opponents. 

 
Upon receiving a demand to guard the ballots from a candidate, the custodian of the ballots must 
perform one action: 

 The custodian of the ballots shall appoint some suitable person to guard the ballots so they are not 
in the sole custody of the candidate, contestant, contestee or their agents. A suitable person could 
be any person, including a person serving on the local ballot board, a local election oƯicial or any 
person who is an employee of the local government 

The word “ In” does not mean after: The word “ In” means during. 

 It would be nonsensical to assert that ballots can only be guarded after the ballots have been 
tabulated, especially if there are concerns that the laws are not being followed during the collection 
and processing of those ballots.  



If there are violations of election law occurring prior to the tabulation of ballots, then guarding the ballots 
ONLY AFTER these violations are allowed to occur would result in protecting illegal ballots 

On the other hand, if the ballots are guarded throughout the election period, the threat of 
illegal ballots disenfranchising legal voters is minimized.   

Additionally, the possibility of any person having the means to add illegal ballots into the 
process after the election is also diminished.  

 

There are many reasons a candidate may believe ballots must be guarded during an election, 
including but not limited to: 

 

 an unverifiable chain of custody; 

 a lack of transparency in the election process; 

 a perceived past pattern of election oƯicials failing to comply with election law; 

 observed violations of election law; and / or 

 rules that contradict the law. 

 

During and After Any Election 

If a candidate contests an election, the candidate becomes a contestant.  

ANY ELIGIBLE VOTER may contest an election under MN Statute 209.02. Such a voter would be a 
contestant. A candidate in an election being contested by an eligible voter would be a contestant if 
they joined the eligible voter in the contest or would be a contestee if they opposed the voterâ€™s 
election contest. 



When the demand to guard the ballots is made connected to an election contest, the 
law states: In case of a contest, the contestant or contestee may keep a visual guard 
over the ballots.  

 

Join With The People to Rebuild Trust in Our Elections 

There can be no disputing the fact that many, many Minnesotans do not trust the processes 
in place during our elections. It may be that every person employed by local governments to 
run our elections is above reproach, but The People do not seem to believe that the 
government is immune from the corruption that plagues society, today.  

 

By guarding the ballots together, we can bring The People back into the election process 
and restore trust in our election system. 

If we expect the people to trust the government. we must also expect elected oƯicials and 
the government to trust the people. 

 

 

It is time to let the people observe the election process, as agents of a 
candidate, as allowed by Minnesota law. 

 

Royce White candidate for Us Senate is the first statewide candidate to 
make the “Demand” of the custodian to “Guard the Ballots” 

 

For More Information 

Contact: _( YOUR NAME or ???  ) 







 


